CHAPTER II

'"TTVHE Asuras, Dasyus, or Nagas, with whom
-1 the Aryas came into contact, on approach-
ing the borders of India, were no savage aboriginal
tribes, but a civilized people who had cities and
castles. Some of these are said, in the Veda, to
have been built of stone.

It would seem, indeed, as if the Asuras had
reached a higher degree of civilisation than their
Aryan rivals. Some of their cities were, as we
shall soon see, places of considerable importance.
And, in addition to this, wealth and luxury, the
use of magic, superior architectural skill, and
ability to restore the dead to life, were ascribed to
the Asuras by Brahmanical writers.

It is probable that part of the magic was superior
mechanical skill. The secret of the process by
which their enemies were brought back to life,
which was long sought in vain by the Aryas,1 was
most likely a knowledge of surgery, and of the
use of medicines. By this means, the sick and
wounded may have been restored to life, if not
the dead.

We learn further, also on Brahmanical authority,
1 Mahabharata, Adi, Sambhava, p. Ixxvi.
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